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1879. men to reconnoitre. They came suddenly upon the
Zulu army, twenty thousand strong, who, being thus
molested, swooped upon Isandhlana, and utterly de-
stroyed the British force of eight hundred., including
Colonel Durnford and Colonel Pulleine.1 Lord
Chelmsford was compelled to retreat, having lost
his tents, ammunition, and stores. If Rorke's Drift
had been taken, the Zulus would have invaded
Natal, with consequences best left to the imagina-
Rorke's tion. But two young lieutenants, Chard and Brom-
head, earned the Victoria Cross by their splendidly
heroic defence of this position against several
thousand Zulus. They had eighty men with them,
and a barricade of bags and biscuit tins. Six times
the enemy got behind this rudimentary fortification,
and six times they were driven out at the point of
the bayonet. When at last they retired at break
of day, after an attack which had not ceased
throughout the night, they left behind them a
number of dead far in excess of those who had
repulsed them. This brilliant feat, and the victory
of Colonel Pearson with the first column at
Etchowe, were something to set against the griev-
ous disaster of Isandhlana. Then indeed was
realised the true extent of the peril which Frere
anticipated from Cetywayo's homicidal machine.
There was such a panic in Natal as he had not
seen in India at the time of the Mutiny. But the
Government of Mr. Sprigg sent up reinforcements
from Cape Town, the Zulus in JSTatal remained
quiet, and the Colony, demoralised as it was,
escaped the dreaded invasion.

^n  *879  telegraphic   communication with the
" Cape stopped at Madeira, and it was not till the
Hth  of February that the news of Isandhlana

* It is a tragic coincidence that Colonel Durnford^ who thus
perished^ had turned by his vote the Arbitrators* Award in favour of
the Zulus,